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Gwinnett Choral Guild artistic director Phillip Shoultz prepares for the group's first concert of the season, Oct. 27 at Lawrencewlle Presbyterian.
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One 17-year-old convicted of
murder in April; another awaits daj
court in shooting death of motorist.

By GEORGE CHIDI / gchidi@ajc.com

They callit “hitting a lick” on the street

A tobbery. A gun. A target who won'’t ¢
plain.

Except sometimes a victim ﬁghts back.
sometimes criminals fire their guns.

The robbers in one case last year were !
16-year-old buddies who tried to carja
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13 Gwinnett Choral Guild rehearsal

.) Continued from 1

» .Lawrence‘_vﬂle -church. After
three consecutive rehears-
‘als, Shoultz meets one-on-
. .one with new members to
determine their vocal range.
No oneis turned away.

The group meets from
August through May.

“Most of us have careers,
but this is what we’d love
to be doing full time,” said
Robin Fennell, 51, who works
in advertising - marketing.
Fennell lives in Duluth and
joined the guild in 2000.

Male and female choral
members range in age from
16 to above 60. Dues are
$200 per year. The money
pays for sheet music and
for Shoultz and the guild
accompanist, Soo Jin Kim.

The choral guild performs
six concerts through May.
They - include Christmas
performances at churches,
a Broadway-themed fund-
" raiser dinner at Aurora The-
< “atre and the Barefoot in the
.| Park Festival at Town Green

- inDuluth.
The first concert is Oct

27.at Lawrenceville Presby--

terian Church.

The church is the gulld’
home base but it’s not oth-
erwise connected to the
music group.

. Former director Randy

Wilbur started the guild in
- .1983. The group has become
‘increasingly ethnically
diversé to reflect the local
community. The choir has
performedin St. Petersburg,
Russia; Belfast, Ireland; and
New York City at Carne-

JENNI GIRTMAN / Staff

The Gwinnett Choral Guild has been under the direction of
Phillip Shoultz since 2000. “Singing is about connection of

mind, body and voice.” he says.

gie Hall.

In 2005, the group per-
formed at the Trapp Family
Lodge in Vermont, which

.was home to the singing von

Trapp family of “The Sound
of Music” fame.
_Although many choral

guild singers are classically -

trained, those who are not
settle in comfortably.

“It’s fascinating how [it
all] comes together if you
have a desire to go out of
your comfort zone. In a choir

of 40 amateurs, you can
have four or five top-notch

singers and still have a won-
derful choir]” said Shoultz,
director since 2000.
Priscilla Dyson feared
rejection when she signed up
two weeks ago. The Buford
resident sang for years in the

Air Force but doesn’t read

sheet music.

“WhenI lived in Wiscon-
sin, I joined the Milwaukee
Choral Guild,” Dyson, 48,
said. “The director discov-
ered I was not able to read
music. They [asked] me to
leave and come back when I
learned”

Reading music is not
required with the Gwinnett
Choral Guild, but it helps.

A fellow member has
given Dyson tips on the skill.
And . Shoultz holds classes
before rehearsals to help
singers understand basic
concepts to reading music.

“I love it. Everyone is so
warm and welcoming. And
there’s such a variety of
music. I can’t wait till the
first concert,” Dyson said.






